
SCHOOL OF PHYSICS

Occupational Health & Safety Policy Committee

________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Meeting held at 1.00pm on Friday, 31 March 2006

________________________________________________________________________

Present: Clive Baldock (Chair), Jeremy Bolger, Robert Davies (School Safety Officer), Paul Harbon (Zone 4 OH&S Committee), Joe Khachan (School Radiation Safety Officer), Jean-Pierre Cheaib (Chief Warden), Barry Napthali and Chindy Praseuthsouk (Minutes)

Apologies: no apologies

Minutes of the Previous Meeting Held on 8 February 2006

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the previous meeting.

Matters Arising

The committee welcomed Jean Pierre Cheaib as the School’s Chief Warden. The committee recommended that Jean Pierre attend future meetings since the OH&S policy committee should be aware of operational matters. Jean Pierre accepted and will be attending future meetings.

Barry Napthali has agreed to join the committee. 

Rob Davies will clarify the role of the Chief Warden whether the Chief Warden should report directly to the HOS or the Safety Officer. 

Safety Officer’s Report – R. Davies 

There was a mercury spill in the First Year Lab in the Carslaw building in February 2006 which Rob Davies found out from Daniel Mitchell by email on the day. Rob, being the Safety Officer should have been notified earlier. Matthew Mitchell from Risk Management Office was happy how it was cleaned up. At the time of the accident, no staff was present as the removalists had let themselves in. Barry Napthali (First Year Lab Coordinator) found out about it a week later. Once the accident was discovered, the appropriate action was taken and due process was followed. Rob will discuss with Matthew to speed up the response rate so that there is less delay.

There used to be a clearance form for any tradespeople to complete prior to them entering the premises to do work but these forms seem to have disappeared or become dispensable. Paul Harbon will bring this up at the next Zone 4 OH&S meeting with Matthew Mitchell, whether the School can enforce it or not.

Rob Davies went to a half day hazardous substance training course. He is still waiting on a time and date for the St John’s Ambulance Course as he will become a First Aid Officer. 

The Safety and First Aid Officer’s poster with photo and contact number has been updated and placed on all the main walls throughout the School including the Main Office.

Radiation Safety Officer’s Report – J.Khachan

No incidents to report

Joe Khachan found out that he was on the University’s Radiation Safety Committee.

Joe found some information on the University’s website regarding radiation safety policy. However, they tend to refer to open radioactive sources rather than closed and contained radioactive sources.

Joe has to become a fully licensed Radiation Safety Officer. He has formally applied for a licence from the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA).

There is still no progress on how we can get rid off the School’s radioactive wastes. We have not received an informed or definitive advice from the University’s central repository source.

Zone 4 OH&S Committee Report – P.Harbon

OH & S section within the Risk Management Unit has changed name and is now called OH&S Interim Management. They are organising safety training which Rob Davies attended. 

There has been a change in legislation about working with hazardous goods. 

Matthew Mitchell came to the School to conduct a safety presentation to the School Honours Student on Induction day. This information is now on the School’s website.

The last Zone 4 OH&S meeting had no particular matters referring to the School.

Other Business

As noted in the agenda, the HOS wanted the OH&S Policy Committee to consider what the School OH&S priorities should be in the near future. The Committee discussed this and it was recommended that:

1. Jean Pierre Cheaib being the newly elected Chief Warden receive the appropriate training. Training is periodical for the Chief Warden. Paul Harbon will contact Matthew Mitchell to organise the training for Jean Pierre. 

2. The committee decided that regardless whether Jean Pierre has had his training as Chief Warden, the School should go ahead and organise another evacuation drill. Jean Pierre will organise this.

3. All other Building Wardens should be trained as well. Jean Pierre will organise this and look into updating the Building Warden list.

4. Safety Induction for staff. It was recommended that the School invite Matthew Mitchell to conduct an Annual OH&S Induction presentation to all staff and other non-postgraduates. The event can be videotaped and kept as an induction tool for new staff or anyone within the School who wish to view it for safety awareness.

It was brought to the committee’s attention that the curriculum that is being taught at the St John’s Ambulance First Aid Certificate for First Aid Officers was not sufficient enough. The course only offers solution to severe cases but not incidentals that occur throughout the University on a frequent basis such as: what to do when a student faints in class or has an epileptic fit. Rob Davies will look into this with Risk Management Office. 

If RMO finds that our OH&S policy or processes is inadequate, then we will re-assess all our guidelines and resources.

The meeting closed 2.00pm.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Friday, 28 April 2006. 


Jean Pierre will take the minutes in Chindy’s absence.

