SCHOOL OF PHYSICS

Occupational Health and Safety Policy Committee

Minutes of the Meeting held at 2.00pm on Friday 3rd June, 2005

Present: C. Baldock (Chair), G. Mannes (Safety Officer), J. Khachan (Radiation Safety 

Officer), J. Bolger, R. Davies, P. Harbon, M. Sharma, A. Jacob (Student Representative), C. Praseuthsouk (Minutes)

New Member

The Chair welcomed A. Jacob as the Student Representative to the Committee.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 6 May 2005

Clarification of Ionising Radiation quote: $6000 estimate provided by ANSTO comprises $3000 for service and $3000 for equipment.

Report from Zone 4 – point 3. The first sentence should read “The Committee was advised that the lecture theatres which area centrally booked are not necessarily covered by public audience insurance”. 

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the previous meeting, with the above corrections.

Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting

The Role of the Safety Officer

Matthew Mitchell from the University Risk Management Office informed Robert Davies that he is not legally required to undertake any courses as the new Safety Officer. Robert Davies however would feel more comfortable to receive training. Graham Mannes handed over the role of Safety Officer immediately to Robert Davies, and as previously planned. Graham Mannes would act as a back-up safety officer during the transition to the new Safety Officer. 

Action: 
The Chair to inform the HOS of the changeover.

The HOS to email the School regarding the change in the Safety Officer and his role.

Radiation Safety Officer

Joe Khachan confirmed that according to the information he obtained from the website, the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) and ultimately, the HOS will be held legally responsible for the safety of individuals involving the use and storage of radioactive substances within the School. To date, Joe Khachan reported directly to the HOS regarding radiation safety matters, however, Graham Mannes suggested clarification as to whom the RSO should be reporting to as this may have legal implications. It was proposed that in future the RSO should keep the Safety Officer informed of any incidents or matters arising concerning radiation safety, even when action was not required. Joe Khachan agreed that a RSO report should be included on future agendas for consideration at future Occupational Health and Safety Policy Committee meetings.

Action:
The Chair will seek clarification from the HOS regarding who the RSO should report to.


The RSO’s report to be included on future agendas.

Ionising Radiation

The RSO informed the Committee that the HOS did not approve the expenditure of $3000 for equipment and $3000 for consultation fee as quoted by ANSTO for radiation safety measurements and equipment installation in the Applied and Plasma research area. The RSO suggested using his own research equipment and/or seeking the advice to Joeclyn Towsen, the Radiation Safety Officer at the RPA Hospital. Clive Baldock queried whether it was appropriate for staff to supply their own research equipment for safety measurements rather than the School purchasing specific safety equipment. It was suggested that enquires be made to find out if any existing equipment existed in the University or Hospital in which might be loaned to the School. An issue with this might be that it would be seen as a favour and therefore inappropriate for safety measurements. The Committee discussed the lack of an appropriate route for the disposal of radiation sources from within the University. The RSO would look into this along with the re-registration of existing radiation sources in the School. There should also be appropriate safety signs throughout the School.

Action:
RSO to look into the appropriate route for the disposal of radiation sources from within the School, the re-registration of radiation sources within the School and to check if signage is adequate for emergency services personnel.

Storage of Chemicals

No action taken.

Storage of Bicycles

Two new bike racks have been installed. The HOS emailed the School regarding current bike policy. Signs still need to be placed along corridors.

Action: 

The Safety Officer will organise for signs to be placed along the corridors that bikes are prohibited.

First Aid

Eve Teran a new female First Aid Officer on the ground floor (A28), East End. Graham Mannes has a list of first aid kits and their location in the School. Some first aid kits need to be relocated. The school cars and lecture theatres should also have first aid kits. It was also re-emphasised that First Aid Officers should have portable first aid kits.

Action: 
Safety Officer to replace first aid kits in the School cars and to organise first aid kits for lecture theatres and portable first aid kits for First Aid Officers.

Safety Officers Report – G. Mannes

No major issues were raised.

Other Business

Barefeet

Robert Davies highlighted that people walking in the corridor barefoot is a problem and will need to be re-visited.

Building Warden Training Sessions

Building warden training session took place on 2 June 2005 at 3.00pm-5.00pm. There will be another training session for those who were unable to attend the first session and to be organised by FMO. There will also be a training session conducted by the Fire Brigade, which will be a hands-on training on the use of equipments such as fire extinguishers. The checking of safety equipment such as fire extinguishers is the responsibility of FMO and not the responsibility of the Committee. 

Alarm Systems

RMO will organise and look into audible alarm systems and alarms with flashing lights for the School. A loudspeaker system will be installed in the next few years.

Protective Eyewear for Laser Equipment

At the moment there limited protective eyewear for laser equipment. If there is more than one laser being used at the same time, there should be some form of protective eyewear. 

Action: 
To be re-visited by the Safety Officer.

Risk Assessment

Risk assessment forms are currently provided for 2nd year labs and the risk assessment procedures are followed through with due process. There is concern however that not all the other labs or experiments are doing the same. 

Action: 
To be re-visited by the Safety Officer.

Refurbishment of 2nd/3rd year lab

It was recommended that there should be a representative from the OH & S Committee on the working party for the refurbishment of the 2nd/3rd year lab. Since Manju Sharma is on the working party, she will undertake this role.

Resignation

Phil Denniss has resigned from the Committee.

The meeting closed at 3.00pm.
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