
SCHOOL OF PHYSICS

Occupational Health & Safety Policy Committee

________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Meeting held at 1.00pm on Friday, 28 July 2006

________________________________________________________________________

Present: Clive Baldock (Chair), Robert Davies (School Safety Officer), Paul Harbon (Zone 4 OH&S Committee), Joe Khachan (School Radiation Safety Officer), Jean-Pierre Cheaib (Chief Fire Warden), Barry Napthali and Chindy Praseuthsouk (Minutes)

Apologies: Jeremy Bolger

Minutes of the Previous Meeting Held on 2 June 2006

Paul Harbon will soon provide the minutes for the last meeting.

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

Safety Officer’s Report – R. Davies 

Jack Zylmans (S.T.O Chemistry) cut his right index finger while using the circular saw in the Workshop (room 118). Michael Paterson from the Workshop took him to the hospital. Jack returned to work after 2 days. This incident was reported to the Risk Management Office (RMO). The outcome of this incident has yet to be finalised. 

This incident raised concerns because Rob, as the School’s Safety Officer wasn’t immediately notified. The paperwork sent to RMO was delayed resulting in the hospital not being able to operate immediately. He had to wait nearly 2 days. The problem was that the paperwork had to be in the hospital system before they can operate. 

Action: To prevent this from happening again, Rob will send an email to all staff and remind them about the proper procedure when there has been an accident or incident. They will be reminded of the OH & S policies and procedures which are available on the School website. Further, a duress/panic button will be installed in the workshop areas for emergencies.

Adrian Blake (S.T.O Molonglo) was assaulted by a suspended worker. This issue is being dealt with by Senior Management.

Radiation Safety Officer’s Report – J.Khachan

No incidents to report

Zone 4 OH&S Committee Report – P.Harbon

The Zone 4 OH & S Committee met on Thursday, 6 July 2006. There were two new members from the School of Molecular and Microbial Biosciences and School of Pharmacy.  Ongoing matters have not been resolved. 

Other Business

Emergency contact numbers will be included in the next School phonebook and will be highlighted on the School Website.

Jean-Pierre has yet to be trained as Chief Fire Warden and organise a School fire drill and he has left two messages with Matthew Mitchell from RMO but have not heard back.

Action: Paul Harbon will follow up with Mathew Mitchell about organising a fire Drill and getting Jean-Pierre trained as a Chief Fire Warden. 

The School recently underwent another electrical testing and 150 items were found to be faulty or failed to meet safety standards. Most were related to ‘piggy-back’ plugs and other minor issues. 

The Committee was reminded that all members should endeavour to submit their reports before each meeting in order to expedite the process.

The meeting closed 1.30pm.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Friday, 25 August 2006. 

